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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0940 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: HOPEFUL SIGNS FOR ERITREA?: PART II 
REF: ASMARA 0931 (DTG 061345Z NOV 75) 

1. SUMMARY: DESPITE VARIOUS INDICATIONS OF MODERATION BY 
EPMG TOWARD ERITREA REPORTED REFTEL, MOVEMENT TOWARD 
CONCILIATION SEEMS GLACIAL TO ERITREANS. THE FOUR PRIMARY 
ROADS OUT OF ASMARA WERE OFFICIALLY OPENED NOV. 1 1 
TO SPECIFIC TYPES OF TRANSPORT; HOWEVER, VIRTUALLY NO 
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ERITREANS SEEM WILLING TO RISK BEING FIRST ONES TO TEST 
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REOPENING OF ROADS. ARRESTS OF ASMARA RESIDENTS CONTINUE 
WITHOUT LETUP, AND PATTERN REMAINS IMPOSSIBLE TO DISCERN. 

THE FOOD SITUATION IN ASMARA HAS IMPROVED SOMEWHAT DUE TO 
ARRIVAL OF LARGE CONVOY FROM THE SOUTH AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF RELIEF SUPPLIES WHICH WERE ALLEGEDLY SOLD TO LOCAL 
GRAIN MERCHANTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER ONE POSTPONEMENT, FOUR PRIMARY ROADS FROM ASMARA 
WERE OFFICIALLY OPENED NOV. 1 1 TO SPECIFIC TYPES OF VEHICLES 
WHICH WERE PERMITTED TO TRAVEL IN AND OUT OF ASMARA WITHOUT 
CONVOY. VEHICLES NOT IN CONVOY TRAVELLING OFF THESE MAIN 
ROADS, HOWEVER, WILL BE SUBIECT TO ATTACK BY EPMG AIRCRAFT. 
AUTHORIZED VEHICLES INCLUDE TRUCKS CARRYING WOOD, CHARCOAL, VEGETA- 
BLES, DAIRY PRODUCTS, AND POULTRY PRODUCTS. NO GRAIN TRUCKS, BUSES 

OR PRIVATE VEHICLES ARE INCLUDED IN THIS DECREE. OFFICIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF REOPENING OF ROADS HAS, THUS FAR, ONLY BEEN 
BROADCAST ON RADIO ASMARA EVENING OF NOV. 10. LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERS HAVE YET TO MENTION THIS DECREE. ANNOUNCEMENT 
NOT ONLY SPECIFIED LIMITED TYPES OF VEHICLES WHICH WOULD 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF REOPENING, BUT ALSO REITERATED THREE TIMES 
THAT GUARDS AT ASMARA CHECKPOINTS WILL THOROUGHLY EXAMINE 
TRUCKS' CARGOES AND PAPERS TO DETERMINE THAT DRIVERS ARE 
CARRYING SPECIFICALLY THOSE PRODUCTS ALLOWED TO BE BROUGHT 
IN UNDER THIS MEASURE. IN FIRST DAYS OF THIS EXERCISE, MOST 
TRUCKERS SEEMED UNWILLING TO RISK BEING FIRST TO TEST REGULATION. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT EPMG DOES NOT INTEND TO ALLOW THIS LIMITED 
GESTURE OF CONCILIATION TO BE EXPLOITED BY EITHER OPPORTUNISTS 
OR SUPPORTERS OF FRONT, BUT RATHER TO SOLVE SHORT TERM NEED 
FOR PERMITTED COMMODITIES TO COME INTO CITY. 

3. ALTHOUGH FIGURES ARE NOT AVAILABLE, ARRESTS OF RESIDENTS 
THROUGHOUT ASMARA ARE CONTINUING ON SELECTIVE BASIS. PATTERN 
OF ARRESTS REMAINS IMPOSSIBLE TO DISCERN, THOUGH IT IS KNOWN 
THAT ARREST POLICY IS HAVING IMPACT IN INTIMIDATING RESIDENTS 
WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE BE MORE FORTHCOMING ON EVENTS IN ERITREA. 

POLICE ARE ALSO INTENSIFYING CAMPAIGN OF CHECKING REGISTRATION 
OF PRIVATE VEHICLES THROUGHOUT CITY AS MEASURES TO RESTRICT 
MOVEMENT OF SUSPECTED INSURGENTS. 

4. FOOD SITUATION IN ASMARA WAS ALLEVIATED BY ARRIVAL EVENING 
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OF NOV. 9 OF 350-400 TRUCK CONVOY FROM TIGRE AND ADDIS. CONVOY 
BROUGHT WHEAT, TEFF, SORGHUM, AND SUGAR TO ASMARA, THOUGH 
VIRTUALLY NO MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS. GRAINS, AND ESPECIALLY 
SUGAR, HAVE ALREADY ENTERED ASMARA MARKETS, AS LATTER 
PRODUCT WAS ENTIRELY EXHAUSTED IN CITY. PRIOR 
TO ARRIVAL OF THIS CONVOY, IT IS ALLEGED BY SEVERAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES THAT EPMG AUTHORITIES MADE AVAILABLE 
TO THE GRAIN CORPORATION, WHICH IS A NATIONALIZED COMPANY 
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CURRENTLY HEADED BY A FORMER NAVY NCO, AN UNSPECIFIED 
AMOUNT OF WHEAT WHICH WAS PROVIDED BY VOLUNTARY AGENCIES 
FOR DROUGHT RELIEF. THIS WHEAT (SAMPLE OF WHICH BEING POUCHED 
TO EMBASSY) IS REPORTED TO BE OF CANADIAN ORIGIN AND IS POOR 
QUALITY AND PARTIALLY DAMAGED BY WETNESS. ON NOV. 8, GRAIN 
CORPORATION THEN REPORTEDLY SOLD TO LOCAL MERCHANTS LARGE 
QUALTITIES OF THIS WHEAT, WHICH IS PART OF 30,000 QUINTALS 
OF RELIEF SUPPLIES SAID TO BE STORED IN ASMARA SINCE CESSATION 
OF RELIEF DISTRIBUTION IN JULY. MERCHANTS ARE CURRENTLY 
SELLING THIS WHEAT AT ETH $37 PER QUINTAL, WHICH, THOUGH 
LESS THAN MARKET PRICE FOR HIGHER QUALITY WHEAT, IS SAID NOT 
TO BE SELLING WELL IN ASMARA. IT IS FURTHER ALLEGED BY LOCAL 
SOURCES THAT EPMG AUTHORITIES HAVE GIVEN POWDERED MILK 
FROM RELIEF SUPPLY STORES TO ETHIOPIAN ARMED FORCES IN ASMARA, 
WHO ARE NOW SELLING IT TO LOCAL RESIDENTS. THERE HAVE BEEN 
NO REPORTS OF FREE DISTRIBUTION OF RELIEF SUPPLIES BY EITHER 
PRIVATE OR EPMG AGENCIES. 

5. COMMENT: EVEN IF EPMG WERE TO UNDERTAKE SERIOUS AND 
UNRESTRICTED MEASURES TOWARD CONCILIATION, IT IS PROBABLE 
THAT ERITREANS WOULD REMAIN PROFOUNDLY SUSPICIOUS OF THEIR 
MOTIVES FOR SOME TIME. THESE PRESENT LIMITED MEASURES 
AND HOPEFUL ANNOUNCEMENTS ON CONCILIATION HAVE MADE MINIMAL 
IMPRESSION ON PEOPLE OF ASMARA TO DATE. 

SHERRY 
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